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2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 30 July 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohwada (U.S. Patent No. 4,443,849) in view of Lytel et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,039,189). 

As to claims 1 ,6, and 9, Ohwada discloses a method of executing method steps 
with an apparatus, with the method comprising: enabling the apparatus for switching 
an error mode on or off via an input (the apparatus starts in a normal mode and 
switches to an error mode when an error takes place in one of the package units, thus 
switching the error mode on. The switching is done via an input (See Fig.2 as the error 
detecting circuits 46, 47, 48 check package units 41 , 42, 43, and detect that an error in 
one of the packages takes place via an input from the package into the respective 
error detecting circuit)) and checking whether an error mode is switched on via the 
input (col. 4, lines 23-29, col. 5, line 58-col. 6, line 5 and col. 4, lines 47-52); and 
producing an output signal in a method step and outputting the output signal only if 
the error mode is switched on (col. 7, lines 43-51 ). The error signal ER is only produced 
and sent out when an error is detected. An error mode is switched on only when an 
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error is detected. Therefore if the error mode is not switched on, it will be because no 
error has been detected, and thus there will be no output signal to output. 

While Ohwada discloses that the invention relates to an error recovery system for 
use in an electronic digital computer system comprising a plurality of processors (col. 1, 
lines 9-1 1 ), Ohwada does not specifically teach that the output signal is output as at 
least one of an optical or acoustic signal. 

Lytel et al., however, teaches a method for converting electrical signals into 
optical signals (col. 1 , lines 7-11). Lytel et al. also teaches that existing microelectronics 
can produce high-speed integrated circuits that are capable of operating at high 
frequencies (col. 1, lines 15-17). Lytel further teaches that converting electrical signals 
into optical signals provides numerous benefits (col. 2, lines 3-12). 

It therefore would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to implement the signal transmissions between processors disclosed by 
Ohwada, through optical signals as taught by Lytel et al. in order to lower noise, 
propagation delay, power dissipation, and increase packing density, so that the speed 
of processing can be reliably increased. 

As to claims 2-5, and 10-13, Ohwada further discloses wherein the method steps 
are divided into modules, and the method comprises changing from one module to 
another module during the execution of the method steps, and wherein the output 
signal comprises an identifier indicating in which module the output signal was 
produced (col. 5, lines 8-15 and col. 12, lines 44-51). 
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As to claims 7, 8, 1 4, and 1 5, Ohwada further discloses wherein the output signal 
is stored in a storage device, together with an indication of a time at which the output 
signal was stored (col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 11). 

As to claim 1 6, Ohwada further discloses input means configured to enable 
selective switching on and switching off of the error mode even during the execution of 
the method steps (col. 6, lines 40-50). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/25/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant has amended the claims to include the feature that the error mode is 
switched on or off via an input. 

The Examiner addressed in the previous Officer Action rejection that Ohwada 
discloses that the error mode is switched on when an error occurs in one of the 
package units. An error detecting circuit is used to determine that an error occurred in 
one of the packages, the error mode thus being switched on. 

Since this is detected by the detecting circuit via an input into the detecting 
- circuit from the package unit, the Examiner maintains that the switching on of the error 
mode is done via an input. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a); 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension 
fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory 
action. In no event however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Gutierrez whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-221 5. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner's 
supervisor, Eliseo Ramos-Feliciano can be reached on (571) 272-7925. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Anthony Gutierrez 
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